My War Memories, 1914-1918
water collected in ponds; the roads were literally bottomless. The reserves which we drew from the loth Army could only make slow progress from the Vilna-Dvinsk railway by wading through the swamps. Everyone was strung up to the highest pitch of anxiety, wondering what would happen next.
But the Russians, whose offensive had led them into even heavier ground than we had, in and behind our positions, were exhausted, and when the Russian offensive again reached its highest pitch on March 26th, we had practically overcome the crisis.
The position of Scholtz's Army Group and the 8th Army was no less difficult. Although holding a long front, the Body Hussars Brigade was compelled to defend itself at Vidsy against the massed attacks of the enemy. It did wonders. Further north at Dvinsk the enemy made particularly determined attacks. Divisions of the oldest classes displayed the same spirit of self-sacrifice as the younger comrades at their side.
The front was particularly thin at Jakobstadt, but the West Prussian regiments there did their duty.
The attacks of the enemy collapsed. The Russian offensive was petering out by the end of March. As has been truly said, without exaggeration, it had been choked in " swamp and blood/' The losses suffered by the Russians had been extraordinarily heavy.
Our thin lines, manned by well-trained and brave troops, with their proper quota of officers, had triumphed over the massed attacks of the badly-trained Russian Army. The efforts of our troops had been very strenuous owing to the swampy ground and wet and cold weather.
The front of the Commander-in-Chief in the East had survived its first great defensive action.
One would expect such a defensive battle to be less strain on the Higher Command than an offensive, but in reality it is much more nerve-racking. The Commander must content himself with providing reserves at the right time, but for this to be possible the reserves must be available. That is a difficult matter when the Command is forced to live from hand to mouth, as we had to.
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